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FIBERGRAMME
WEAVERS of ORLANDO NEWSLETTER
February-March, 1992
Issue 16, No.1

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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PETER COLLINGWOOD IS COMING
TO ORLANDO
The world-famous rug weaver,
Peter Collingwood will be coming
to Florida in October, 1992, for
workshops in Jax and Orlando.
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The exact dates and costs have
not been confirmed, but since so
many are telling Susan they want
to take the workshop, she felt
the most fair way to announce a
workshop would be in this newsletter, since all cannot always
get to a particular meeting.

~ o u wish to take the workshop
\/~:l~
or contact Susan McRae ASAP.
We do not expect the cost to be
proh~bitive.
Once the date is
con~1rmed, should you find it impossible to attend,you may cancel
at that time.

MENTOR TO BE HONORED JAN.31

""

Betty TerLouw says she doesn't
have birthdays anymore. Be that
as it may,members will converge
at her home on FRIDAY,Jan.31 to
pay · tribute to our mentor with
an "unbirthday" pot luck.
From
11:00 a.m. until......

FIBERGRAMME will be published
next April,1992.
Please send
information by March meeting
to Kay Lee,1025 Wildme~e Cove,
Longwood,FL 32750.
.
(407) 339-5457

February 2
(Please note
that the February meeting will
be held on Friday and the
location will be in Oviedo at
Linda Stevens-Sloan's studio
(see map).
Betsy Blumenthal
will conduct the program, which
will
consist
of
a
demonstration/lecture
introducing an easily mastered
painterly approach to dyeing
warp yarns with fiber reactive
dyes (a varsatila dye which can
be used to dye all types of
natural fibers).
With this
technique a multicolored set of
warps is created which can be
combined in various ways on the
loom to produce a textile with
repeated splashed of color. The
technique can be used to create
a wide variety of exciting
textile designs, from the very
simple to the elaborate and
sophisticated.
The workshop which will
explore the possibilities of
warp
and
weft
painting.
Part'icipants will dye warp and
weft yarns aJ).d weave several
scarf-sized projects, as time
permits.
..
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Materials to be provided by
participants are:
2 or 4 harness loom with
shuttle(s)
warping board
scissors
2 p-clamps
apron and rubber gloves
ya\rns of personal interest
to be dyed
·
(~At:

p.Z)

Materials to be provided by
presenter for a $10.00 per
person fee:
dyes and dye equipment
yarns of cotton, wool,
linen and silk
workshop notes
You will also need to bring
table if you are bringing a
table loom.
AND, we need hot
plates and/or a small portable
microwave. If you can help with
these things, please let Susan
know.
a

MARCH
14,
SAT.
Mas ion
Blanche
"Time Saving Tips & Tricks
for
Warping
&
Weaving,"
conducted by Linda Sloan.
APRIL 4 - Note change · in date!
Saturday.
5..0..t.h
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION at Mt. Vernon Inn,
17-92, Winter Park,11:00-1:30.
Garnet
says
plans
are
progressing rapidly for
the
50th Anniversaiy Party.
The
Mt. Vernon Inn will be the
place for the luncheon. 11:0012:00 will be reserved as a
"gathering hour."
Lunch will
be served promptly at 12:05.
We
will
honor
Josephine
Riecken's
50
years
of
continuous
service
to the
guild.
Garnet's committee,
Sue Bailey, Wendy Harrison,
Kay Lee,
Carol Maier,
Mary
Mahon, Jane McLean and Edith
Weeks promise an entertaining
program. Spouses and friends
are welcome.
Reservations
with checks should be made to
Mary Mahon,
4643 Shorecrest
Dr., Orlando FL 32817 by the
March 14 meeting.

MAY 7, THURS. PICNlC 11:00
a.m. at Lind~ Sloart•s - map on
back cover ~-:Sa~e map last
time for printing.

DUES ARE DUE
Dues are $15.00 payable now:
If
not
paid
by February
meeting, you will not receive
the FIBERGRAMME.
Sena · Mary
Mahon your dues if you are not
planning
on attending
the
February meeting.
DON'T FORGET;
Call or write
Susan McRae to hold a place
for
the
Peter Collingwood
Workshop.(904)735-2305,
1001
Old Eustis Road, Mt.
Dora, FL
32757 .• Send Mary Mahon dues &
reservations
for
50th
Anniversary dinner~ ..• Feb.7th
meeting
is FRIDAY ••. Betty's
party is FRIDAY,
Jan.31.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Wendy W. Lechner
4340 Audubon Ave.
DeLeon Sps.,FL 32130
(904)985-2913
Rebecca (Becky) Linville
1517 Jason St.
Kissimmee,FL 34744
(407) 847-2289

PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE

Dear Members:
Happy 50th Birthday, Weavers of Orlando!! I wonder if those
founding members back in 1942 ever thought their little group
would grow and stay active for so long a period of time?
Thanks to those members, and all who followed after, their
knowledge and love of weaving has been handed down to us.
We can see all their accomplishments in our Guild history
albums and we can hear fro~ "long-time" members of their path
of knowledge. We are so fortunate to be involved in this
particular Guild with all this experience behind us.
Naturally, those before us saw to it that their knowledge was
passed on to future weavers. We have the same responsbility.
As we learn ... so shall we teach. It would be very selfish of
us to take what we have learned and use that knowledge for
our benefit only.
We must be as generous as those before
us.
Since the year is still young enough to make resolutions,
please consider this: make yourself available to those new
weavers who need help ... or ... encourage someone to ·try
weaving, especially the younger generatiori~
Remember all
that was done to encourage you ... and pass it on.
Happy Weaving,
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"Character is like a tree and reputation like its shadow.
The
shadow is what we think of it; the tree is the real thing.
- Abraham Lincoln
"Truth will ultimately prevail where there are pains taken to
bring _it to light." - George Washington
,
;
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"A leap year is ~ever a . g6od sheep year."
- old English saying ~

· •.

I

i

~

DECEMBER MEETING
The holiday atmosphere prevailed for the December meeting and
social hour(s).
Festive table decorations and sumptuous food
prepared by members greeted the arrival of new and familiar
faces.
Jud, as always, had that coffee and tea ready for those who
travel from afar.
It was good to have Fran, Lavonne, and Paul
return to us bringing tidings of their adventures.
Susan McGimsey McRae told us of forth-coming plans for the
'92 season, and Audrey dismissed business that we might socialize·
and enjoy Garnet's program of singing carols, show 'n tell, and
exchanging the hand-made ornaments.
JANUARY MEETING

The January meeting featured slides on tapestries. Susan McRae
showed slides from HGA made by the Philadelphia Guild of Handweavers.
These depicted the many processes members worked on
making a tapestry for the Bicentennial (from the sorting of tons
of fleece, washing, carding, spinning, building framework for the
tapestry,weaving, to the actual hanging in the Penn Mutual Towe~.
What a surprise when we discovered one of our own members
was shown working on this tapestry!
BETTY WAGNER was one of the
70 members who helped on the project when she lived in Philly.
Susan also showed slides of unusual tapestries from other HGA
members.
Speaking of tapestries, Betty TerLouw says Nancy Harvey's
new book should be added to our list of recommended books.
It
will take the place of the other two Harvey tapestry books. The
title is TAPESTRY WEAVING: A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY GUIDE.
Lavonne Robertson demonstrated the Electric Spinner. It is
light weight, silent and efficient.
Joy Bergman said the winter
SPIN~OFF had an ad for the ROBERTA Electronic Spinner.
The ad
claims it will not interfere with T-V reception, spins all types
of·· fiber, and with adapter can plug into car lighter socket.
Betty Wagner donated several back issues (now defunct)
"Handweavers & Craftsman" magazines to the guild library.

of

Sharran Fish reminded members that the Cottolin Guest Towel
Exchange will be due at the March meeting, and not to forget the
sample for the guild library collection.
Sharran needs someone to do samples for the April newsletter.
It was suggested we have a summer workshop to make ornameqts
for next year's Christmas exchange. (Ed.note:
Susan McRae gave
me pictures & instructions to make~worry doll~ for newsletter
material. I've tried drawing the pictures, but perhaps it would
be easier to make them at the ornament workshop.)
~
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ROSEPATH AS BASKET WEAVE
The samples for this issue were
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woven by Carol Maier--THANKS CAROL!!

IX
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The structure is a Rosepath and is

)(

woven in basket Weave and makes a
very sturdy cloth

IX

and would be ideal

l/

for many uses from toweling to jackets.

X

Carol suggests the 1-3 tabby be thrown

X

from the right and the 2-4 tabby be
thrown from the left,

this rythm will

help to keep your place.
WARP:

I/

X = YELLOW COTTOLIN

YELLOW COTTOLIN

! J(
I

c/

/=WHITE FLAKE

SETT: 16 EPI

)(

PATTERN 1.8 WHITE COTTON FLAKE.
TO PRODUCE THE 80+ 2 INCH SQUARE SAMPLES

SAMPLES HAVE BEEN
WASHED & FRAYCHECKED.

I

/

I

:y

I

I

!

/
)(

/
~

CAROL WOVE A PIECE 13" WIDE X 28" LONG.

~
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WHO WOULD LIKE TO DO THE NEXT SAMPLES?

/
){

PLEASE CALL OR WRITE TO SHARRAN FISH.
(407) 783-4326

/

y

WEFT: TABBY SAME AS WARP

/
~

104 SURF DR.

/
X

COCOA BEACH, FL.
32931

/
~

Adelaide found this
little poem in Dear Abby,
written by Mabel Craddock
of Ventura, CA, who grew
weary of having guests
dry hands on toilet paper,
bath mats, and even her
curtains - - leaving her
pretty towels untouched.

A GUEST TOWEL SPEAKS

►

Please use me, Guest;
Don't ·hesitate.
Don't turn your back
Or vacillate.
Don't dry your hands
On petticoat,
On Handkerchief,
Or redingote.
I'm here to use;
I'm made for drying.
Just hanging here
Gets very tiring.

n
THRUMS

by FAITHE SHAW NUNNELEY,

1991 published by Flower Valley

Press

In THRUMS Faith Nunneley offers a wide spectrum of useful
information, including the background and history of weaving, of
art ~nd design and of fibers. It's all served up with delightful ~
spri~klings of anecdotes, personal experiences and humor.
The
begi -~ ing weaver would find a good deal of information on
equipment and yarns and getting started, as well as heartening
reassurances.
The author, who helped set up the HGA Certificate of
Excellence Program and edited the handbook, has been weaving for
forty years. Mary Atwater was a household visitor when she was a
child, and she has interesting and amusing tidbits about her,
Tidball, Grace Blum and Peter Collingwood.
Widely traveled, she
advises on weaving spots not to be missed--a castle in Angers,
France, for the Apocalypse tapestries, older than the Unicorn
tapestries at the Cluny in Paris; Peru; the Victoria and Albert
in London for the Raphael cartoons for some Vatican tapestries~
Peru, and Japan, which is a "weaver's heaven."
A chapter on "Disasters - their Cause and Cuz:e" includes
tips from Peter Collingwood on measuring a warp as the weaving
proceeds and also on correcting tension problems; Janet Nyquist's
tie-on technique with diagrams, and ways of preventing threading
errors. Each chapter ends with a page of "Slick Tricks" relating
to. the subject of that section.
A chapter on finishing all sorts of fabrics has many good tips.
For drying material the author suggests rolling the fabric over a
textile core {obtained from a fabric shop) which has been padded
with towels. After a few hours the towels are removed and put in
the dryer and the process is repeated.
She warns that spin
drying can set in wrinkles and tells us that cotton mats should
be machine washed but removed before the spin cycle and stacked
wet.
A good part of the book is devoted to dyeing, which is
treated thoroughly and clearly.
Nunneley tells us that "an
experienced dyer with the five basic chemical colors can match
any color produced by natural dyes," and that in Kiton, a selfleveling acid dye, there are "five primary colors - red, yellow,
blue, turquoise and magenta, which will dye wool to any color in·
the spectrum."
Casserole dyeing, painting and dipping ar;e
discussed.
There are full, simple directions on making stock
solutions, preparing the yarn and the actual dyeing process, concluding with the assurance that "if you can make soup you can
dye."

THRUMS is both light-hearted and informative.

•
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OUR THRUMS _:
JOY BERGMAN will be demonstrating weaving at the State Fair
in Tampa in February 5-16. She will be in costume of the 1880's.
Her husband will be demonstrating copper. Suncoast Fiber Guild
will be participating at the State Fair at the Cracker Country
Concept also ..... MARY MAHON has returned from Trinidad and is•
settling into routine duties (like the Orange County Art Council,
the Guild, Painting, weaving, etc.) .... SHIRLEY HEEBINK said she
mostly "bummed around" during the holidays.
Her son visited and
then she went to LA to
be with another member of
the
farnily .... AUDREY SMITH didn't even have time to unpack her bags
from Wales before the last meeting .... Good to see EDNA PINSON
back with us. She hopes to stay home more this year and be with
us ... CONNIE RIZNER is looking for an old fashioned rug hook.
If
you have one to loan or spare, she would be very happy to receive
one .... BERNA LOWENSTEIN NEEDS a portable loom for the Blumenthal
Workshop .... JUD is going to weave a saddle blanket for a friend.
(Methinks, the phone between Betty and Jud will be busy-72 picks
to an inch!) ..... LEORA KING, past member, has donated equipment
and yarn to the guild.
The materials have been left at · Betty's
so that the study group people will have an opportunity to have a
chance to select items (for a small donation to the guild) for
which they might have a use. Leora will be moving to MICANOPY
soon.
She will be missed by the community, especially in the
ARTS field.

American Sheep Industry Association held a convention,
at Hyatt Orlando. 1400 delegates attended.

Jan.7-13

Audrey has appointed a nomination committee composed of Jean
Bruce, Adelaide Bell, and Jane McLean.
They will be responsible
for a slate for the vice president and treasurer.
Betty was with Jackie Stradley for New Year's Eve - here is
her toast: "Here's to it to do it when you get to it.
If you
don't do it when you get to it may you never get to it to do it
again." (It's a good thing the toast goes before ... • !)
WANTED!
WANTED!
least. SAM FRAZEE.

WANTED!

WANTED!
8-Harness Table Loom. 18"
Work: (407) 830-3801; home 647-1188.

at

Small Baby Wolf or Macomber floor loom.
WANTED!
Call Lavonne Robertson (407) 323-4532

Manasota Weavers' Guild Newsletter has a good suggestion for
recycling plastic or bread wrappers. The suggestion is to make
place mats.
(Remembe~ Din~ Moes' plastic raincoat? or -Kay Lee's?
or Betty T's curtains?)
-/-

In the book, SEAL MORNING by Rowena Farre, set in Scotland,
we find this quote, "We were sitting by the fire, drinking
lamb's wool." Investigating, Betty discovered this beverage
is made by roasting a cooking apple and whipping up the pulp
in a glass of hot milk until it is frothy. Sugar and a dash
of beer or white wine are then added to taste. Anyone want
to try it?
MAY FIBER RETREAT
MAY 14-17, 1992
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Make plans now for the FTWG
Retreat. Members are encouraged
to arrive Thursday afternoon.
Commercial exhibits will be open.
A business meeting will be held
Thursday night. No big banquets.
After dinner on Friday from 7:00
to 9:00 the national instructors
will give a brief discussion of
their current work. Saturday
evening features Folk Singers.
Bring your own linens - pillow,
blanket, towels and soap. $30 a
day includes 3 meals!
Workshops & Instructors:
Betsy Blumenthal: Controlled Dyeing
with Fiber Reactive Dyes (3 day)
. William Hodge: Fabric Drafting:
Theory & Practice (3 day)
Nancy Kahrs: Spinning Cotton Happily
Rachel Nash Law: From Tree to Basket
White Oak Splitwork (3 day)
Diane Riggleman; Traditional Whisk &
Hearth Brooms
(1 day)
Connie Rizner:Fine Fibers on Spindle
& Flyer (2 day)
Eva · walsh: Basketry Adornments:
Neck Piece (1 day)
Eva Wilson: Double Weave with Free
Pick-up Design (2 day)
Robert Wylie: Developing Garment
Designs for Handweavers (3 day)

GUILD WILL EXHIBIT AT ORLANDO
Mary Mahon will chair an exhibit
for the Guild to be held at the
Orlando Library, Nov.-Dec. in
conjunction with the Art League
of Orange County. Start thinking
of handwovens for the display.

VERSATILITY FROM THE LOOMS

Show 'n
Tell at
the
January meeting brought forth
a variety of handwovens.
Lavonne
displayed
an
attractive Furoshiki bag from
Japan (square woven cloth that
refolded
turns into
a
handbag).
If interested in
making
one check
WEAVER'S
JOURNAL VI/3,p.40.
Bet~ Wagner brought a
magnificent hanging made from
her German shepherd's hair.
She used a linen warp.
Berna Lowenstein modeled
an elegant knitted
sweater
with
knitted embellishments
(that
would
rival
Anita
Mayer)on the sleeve.
- ~.Y!._§
Schanel wore shell
earrings straight
from the
ocean that she artistically
lacquered.
Jane McLean had a bright ?
and colorful tied summer & .
winter piece that she will use
for a chair cover.
~
Mahon
brought a
little bowl hat worn by the
men in Trinidad woven from the
trunk of a banana tree.
Fran
Waddell
wore
a
stylish
woven
coat
she
purchased
at
a
recent
conference - in her shades of
purple
and
turquoise,
of
course.
Fran says ; the
directions for
weaving and
sewing this coat can be found
in Betty Beard's FASHIONS FROM
THE LOOM. See page 48 and
seaming on page 56.

...

~ liFrom the Editor's Desk:li!
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Many of you use des~-~op computer programs. Whether it's
for convenience, job, or just because it's the IN thing, there's
no doubt it greatly benefits your life style.
The efficiency
cannot be denied.
How do we program ourselves to enter a creative and useful
life?
What sub-directories, files and self programs . can we
create to govern our lives more efficiently and harmoniously,
with strength and love?
Our mind has served as our own personal computer long before•
the machine that sits in front of us was developed.
.Our mind
computer tells the brain how
to function. Consciously or
unconsciously we program the directories and punch in the sub
files. Then why aren't we more efficient, more healthful, more
creative?
Somewhere along the line we forgot the directions and we
haphazardly hit control keys without knowing what we are doing.
We procrastinate, tolerate unhealthy thoughts, and · abuse · our
bodies with poor diets and little exercise, filling our disks
with useless information. Hate and jealousy will override some
of the better programs.
We may even delete knowledgeable .
programs by inappropriate use of that knowledge.
Our mind
computer needs organization and attention.
Whether we use computer: or not, we can do the self programming,
becoming more creative, more peaceful and contributing to the
betterment of mankind.
Your family, your Guild, and your
community profit from your self programming.

The dress is back - short ones, long ones, cool ones and
hot ones. Dress in white - pure, hot, for day or night--it's
the -color of the season.
According to MIRABELLA white shirts are the newest IN
THING. Designers are showing silk, organiza, linen and
cotton white shirts to be worn day or night.

f·
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OUT - too tight, too much color, too casual
According to research at L'Oreal, 51\ of American women
perm their hair on a regular basis.
Nails are shorter, rounder and paler.
are OUT!

The long talons

~ - you've got it made!
Soft, relaxed and loose.
Cl~thes ~hat won't overpower, but more subservient to your
personal1ty--sort of a "modified MC Hammer fit." Go for it
on the ties, ·how~vei~- baseballs, chartreuse dots--"ties that
make you smile in · the morning."
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Last time we're publishing Linda' .
map. Save or copy.
TO

The eth Annual SE Fiber Forum
'92 will be held Febr.28,29 &
March 1, Chapel Hill, NC .

3535 Old Lock ■ ood Rd .
Oviedo, FL 32765
107/365-6135
,\ _
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SW Florida Craft Guild will
hold it's 2nd Annual Wearable
Art Fashion Show & Luncheon,
Feb.29.

__ ___I for sale •

ncCULLOCH RD.

t~
I

for sale • for sale!

Grangberg Warping Reel with counter
Frame dimensions 34 l/4"H x 27"W x
17" deep. Can wind a warp 22" wide.
Made in Amarillo,Texas. Call Paul
Robertson (407) 323-4532.
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President - - - - - Audrey Smith
Vice Pres. - Susan McGimsey McRa ~
Secretary- - - - - - -Jane McLean
Treasurer- - - - - - - Mary Mahon
Editor - Kay Lee
"Gabriel often blows his horn for
careless drivers who don't."

Editor: Kay Lee
1025 Wildmere Cove
Longwood, FL 32750
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